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CHRISTMAS ART IN EARLY BIBLES 


(SEE PAGE 150) 


From the first edition of the Gospels in Arabic, printed with an interlined 


Latin text in Rome in 1591. Joseph and Mary adore the Child while the 
animals and angels watch and the shepherds come in at the right 


Now It Can Be Told 


Selections from the many incidents that, with censorship removed, are now 

coming to the attention of the editors—revealing how the Bible has sustained 

and is sustaining many in the perils of the war and in the aftermath of chaos 
out of which a lasting peace must be fashioned 


chaplains working with German prisoners of war, as 
“If I have to die” soon as the shooting ceased, first asked for 100,000 
PTER seeing the Society’s film “The Bible ina War- ‘Testaments and 50,000 Gospels, then a ire later ae 
An: World,” shown to a group of young people in = much larger order, and ay cabled: Send all the 
a church in Washington, D. C., Earl Funkhouser, German Scriptures you can.”’ In the revised figures for 
a veteran from the European Theatre recently returned _ the Society's Postwar Emergency Fund it was found 
from Germany, related this incident: “A soldier in the necessary to increase the amount required for prisoners 
line with me during a certain battle was badly injured of war from $175,000 to $300,578 because of this un- 
and feared he would bleed to death before he could get expected demand, all of which is most encouraging. 
medical attention. Realizing his condition he said, 
‘Earl, you will find a Testament in my knapsack. Please ; . Z 
get it out and give it to me. If I have to die now I want Chaplain Nye O. Bond writes from Okinawa: I have 
to die reading the Bible.’ ’’ Funkhouser then testified already made contact with a Methodist here on Oki- 
that the Testaments that had been shown in the film nawa who was active in a little church in Naha. The 
were regularly read in the company to which he be- church still stands with its cross on its steeple, though 
longed and that doubtless other young fellows, like this the church itself is a bit battered with the scars of battle. 
friend of his, sought the comfort this Book alone could This native reports that all their religious literature had 
give when they realized that their hour for departure been destroyed and they are needing Bibles translated 
might have come. into Japanese... ; 
: ‘““My hands are tied, for I neither speak their lan- 
From Hitler to God guage nor do I have any such literature. It seems to me 
In a story appearing in LIFE magazine for October 8 that there is a great opportunity for many of us to 
entitled ““Educating Hitler Youth,” the caption for the reactivate the Christian Churches wherever possible 
accompanying picture, which we reproduce with among the natives; for this is the positive side of this 
““Life’s’’ permission, states that prayer services are held world revolution which we must concentrate upon as 
for these prisoners of war every evening. Attendance is soon as it can be possible.” 
voluntary but has greatly risen—from 10 percent of the In response to this letter the American Bible Society 
camp personnel to 80 percent. No wonder that the has started 100 Japanese Testaments and Psalms and 
500 Japanese Gospels on the way to Chaplain Bond for 
this church. 


The Bible had the Answers 


Rev. Henry Mattocks, who has been a missionary in the 
Philippines since 1930, writes: 

Danger was all around my family in our shack in the moun- 
tains of Mindanao, where we had fled for safety from the 
invading Japanese forces at Zamboanga. 

Two thousand hungry, escaped Filipino convicts serving 
life sentences in Sam Ramon prison before the invasion were 
now roaming through the nearby dense forests ravaging for 
food and were a menace to our peace and safety. 

Piratical Moro attacks, as food got scarce, were a strong 
probability and a cause for anxiety on the part of the Chris- 
tian natives, who felt responsible for our welfare. Already 
they had made one lightning strike at our chief source of 
supply, the one and only Chinese store tucked away in some 


World Revolution—Positive Side 


Continued on page 157 
es a eee 


Vor. 90, No. 10 BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD, DECEMBER 1945 One Do.tuar A YEAR 


Publication Office, 350 East 22d Street, Chicago 16, Ill. Published monthly, except June and August. EDITORS: The Secretaries. Editorial and Executive Office: 
American Bible Society, Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22. Entered as second-class matter November 27, 1943, at the post office at Chicago, Illinois, un- 


der the Act of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provid. d for in the Act of Feb: 28, 1925 ied i i 
Pa Ee et ING ee re p postage provided for in the Actof February 28, » embodied in paragraph 4, Section 538, 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


A Journal Dedicated to the Wider Distribution 
of the Holy Scriptures 


Volume 90 


DECEMBER 1945 


Number 10 


Christmas—and Marching Orders 


By Creighton Lacy 


angel chorus can be heard above the roar of 

bombers. Once more there are shepherds abid- 
ing in the fields where lately warriors crouched. Wise 
men, guided by a star, arrive from afar. 

Here and there, in the gray dawn of a warless world, 
precious cargoes are being packed and shipped and 
opened; and wherever they are offered, in the name and 
presence of Christ, men and women and children find 
their Marching Orders for a New Day. 

An ironical title, perhaps, when millions are tired of 
marching. We fear and resent the term “orders,”? now 
that freedom and democracy have triumphed. But lib- 
erty is not license. Peace has her disciplines no less 
severe than war. Let us not forget that the first recipi- 
ents of the Good News had their marching orders too: 
‘““The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

. And being warned of God in a dream that they 
should not return to Herod, they (the Wise Men) de- 
parted into their own country another way.” 

Every person who has passed through the valley of 
shadow in these recent years will continue on his jour- 
ney another way. We have been warned by God in a 
hideous nightmare that we must not return to the 
methods and motives of Herod. If we are to go forth 
glorifying and praising God, then verily we shall need 
Marching Orders for a New Day. 

There is an indescribable thrill in delivering March- 
ing Orders to the outposts of Christendom. All around 
this globe, men and women live and die on duty with- 
out faith, without hope, without love. They do not even 
know that there is a ‘Supreme Commander” aware of 
their humble station and concerned for their welfare. 
Can you imagine what it means to them to read: “A 
new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one 
another. . . . Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe 
in God, believe also in me. . .”’ and finally the eternal 
assurance: ‘“‘Be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world.” All down the line, from the colporteur with his 
pack to the humblest typist and shipping clerk—and 
Christian steward—goes a prayer of gratitude and 
praise when such a message is received for the first time. 

But, for us, do the Marching Orders seem too famil- 


(Casal again in a world at peace! At last the 
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iar, too prosaic to lead us into paths of righteousness? 
Have we not too often stifled them in lush ritual, buried 
them in the sands of tradition, lost them in a wilderness 
of material values?—This is what Joy Homer, sceptical 
young reporter, wrote after a visit to China: ‘‘It is an 
astonishing thing to see the potential strength in our 
religion suddenly come to life, to see what it can do 
when it is free of complacency, and piety, and border- 
line fanaticism, and sentimentalism, and he ORES NE 
compromise an which we smother Itsy 

A far cry from the manger of Bethlehem! Yes; but 
there is always a road back for those who carry their 
Marching Orders close to their hearts. 

Remember the climactic scene in ‘‘Madame Curie” 
when she and Pierre had driven themselves to the last 
experiment—and failed? For months they had boiled 
down pitchblende—common, dirty, unimaginative 
stuff—caring nothing for their health or strength or 
their money. The last evaporation had taken place, and 
all that remained in the crucible was a dull, tiny stain. 
Every formula had been followed—for nothing! 

Then that night, led by a spirit of faith that defeat 
can never dim, they returned to the laboratory. As they 
peered through the window, they saw a strange radi- 
ance that lit up the laboratory and their own discour- 
aged souls. The dark stain in the empty bowl was the 
radium they had sought so long, the radium that was to 
heal the bodies of men. 

Our pitchblende has been boiled away. Our material 
wealth is at the mercy of a tiny, inexplicable atom. 
There is a dark stain on the soul of mankind. But that 
stain can become a shining power for the healing of the 
nations. ‘“The light shineth in darkness, and the dark- 
ness comprehended it not.” 

So it is now. Through the night we have watched and 
waited. “‘Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see 
this thing that is come to pass.’’ Let us take up our 
Marching Orders and journey forth. another way! 
‘‘Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee. . . . And nations shall come to 
thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. . . 
The Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and 
thy. God thy glory.” 
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“The Book” 


By Chaplain Alfred C. Oliver, Jr. 


(Colonel, U. S. Army) 


Corregidor consisted of two Philippine Scouts regi- 
ments. The families of these soldiers lived down 
near the water in a barrio constructed from discarded 
quartermaster material. Here one Sunday night in 
January 1941 I went to preach in a small missionary 
chapel. The first thing that attracted my attention was 
the large old-fashioned Bible, which lay on an impro- 
vised reading desk. ‘The Bible was such a one as you can 
find in tens of thousands of Protestant churches through- 
out the length and breadth of America. It was the only 
impressive object in the chapel. It extended beyond the 
top and both sides of the reading desk, and was so thick 
that it almost hid from view the little Filipino pastor 
when he stood up to welcome me. His was a congrega- 
tion of poor natives; consequently many of the pulpit 
appointments were improvised. I remember that paper 
flowers were used extravagantly. In such a setting the 
great Bible attracted attention and gave dignity to the 
entire chancel. In some way or other the meanness of 
the surroundings was forgotten, and as I read the New 
Testament lesson I felt that in a peculiar manner God 
was speaking personally to all those who crowded the 
seats and open windows. 
' A year passed; then suddenly war with all of its 
devastating force engulfed the tiny island upon which 
Corregidor is built. Day after day, wave upon wave of 
Jap bombers rained its destruction from the sky; and 
after Bataan fell in April 1942 the Japanese heavy 
artillery added their shells to the desolation already 
created. American gun emplacements were demolished; 
barracks and officers’ quarters made uninhabitable; 
and of course the barrio with its Protestant chapel went 
up in flames. There seemed to be nothing left above 
ground that was of any value. War and hate appeared 
to reign supreme. Human life took shelter under ground. 
In the early stages of these months of terrible siege a 
lonely American soldier chanced to visit the barrio 
chapel. Here he, too, was enamored of the Book and 


was so comforted and sus- 
\Ps 


Pe: of the garrison of the great American fortress of 


even after the barrio was 
burned down and the Filipi- 
no worshipers had fled to the 


tained by its messages that 


hills, this soldier continued to revisit the shattered 
chapel. He went back again and again because he dis- 
covered that the Book had miraculously escaped injury. 
So, on the nights when no planes sailed overhead, he 
would come to this place so cruelly laid waste and, 
quietly climbing the charred pulpit steps, he would lay 
his head upon this sacred Book, which reminded him of 
home, church and all those things that he held precious; 
there, shutting out the noise and horrors of war, he 
would talk a while with God. 

After a time he became disturbed by the conviction 
that there was something that God wanted him to do. 


N a letter accompanying this story, Chaplain Oliver 

wrote: “As the Senior Chaplain in the Philippines 
during Bataan, Corregidor and at Japanese Prison 
Camp #1, Cabanatuan, I want to express my deep 
appreciation of your pe rie es in supplying Bibles 
and copies of the Gospels. Mr. Fonger, your Manila 
representative, was most generous and cooperative. 

“IT have written the enclosed articles as a thank 


offering. | 

“T tried to bring ‘The Book’ back with me, but was 
unable to do so. ‘The Rangers’ sprang a surprise night 
rescue of the five hundred and eleven prisoners left at 
Camp j/1, and we cleared camp within twenty min- 
utes, with the Japs chasing us for miles. I offered a 
guerrilla lieutenant colonel fifty dollars to recover 
“The Book,’ but have heard nothing from him to date.” 


He couldn’t decide exactly what it was. One night, as 
he was leaving after his devotions, he heard a voice 
which softly seemed to say, ‘“Take me, take me.”? The 
soldier was startled and tried to put the idea aside as a 
fantasy of his imagination. He thought, ‘““How can I 
include this large book in my meagre equipment? What 
would the fellows say if I came back with it in my arms? 
Where could I take it, anyway?”—until finally he 
reached this impasse in his thinking: “What does God 
want me to do with ‘The Book?’ ”? His mind was in a 
turmoil, but at least he obeyed the insistent inner voice 
and took the Book into Malinta Tunnel, where he was 
on duty as an orderly in its underground hospital wards. 

Each day the tempo of battle increased in fury until 
one fateful night the Japs stormed and captured Cor- 
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regidor. This immediately complicated the soldier’s 
problem of what to do with the Book. For a time he 
concealed it under some medical supplies, but soon the 
day came when the American prisoners were to be 
marched away to their permanent internment camps. A 
notice was posted that in addition to mess gear the only 
thing a prisoner would be permitted to carry out would 
be one blanket. Now, what would the soldier do about 
the Book? It was a hard decision to make, as there was 
the possibility of severe punishment for disobedience of 
a direct order. In the face of all this, when the soldier 
left Corregidor, he carried the Book wrapped in canvas 
in place of his blanket. 

No one will ever know all that this soldier had to 
endure in order to transport the Book successfully to his 
new internment camp. There was a trip up Manila Bay 
on a small foul-smelling coastal ship, from which he had 
to jump into the water up to his armpits, when ordered 
to disembark; then there were the long, cold, rainy-season 
nights without any covering, as he slept on a stone cell 
floor in Manila’s Bilibid prison; the all-day trip north 
was also a horrible experience; then he was crowded 
with ninety-nine other prisoners into a box car, half the 
size of the kind we are familiar with in America, where 
they almost died of thirst and suffocation; and finally 
there was the long hike under a broiling sun up to 
Japanese Prison Camp #1 in the hills northeast of Caba- 
natuan. Many were the temptations along this weary 
way to discard the Book. But the Book had come to 
mean more to him than life itself. The soldier had come 
to feel that God had entrusted him with a special, holy 
commission; so he resisted every inclination to leave the 
Book behind. The soldier remained true to the confi- 
dence God had placed in him and brought the Book 
safely into camp. 

Soon after reaching Camp #1 it was revealed to the 
soldier why the inner voice had pleaded with him: 
“Take me, take me!” A Protestant church was being 
organized here and needed a pulpit Bible. The soldier 
sought out one of the chaplains and told him his story. 
The following Sunday morning he was presented to the 
congregation and had the privilege of placing the Book 
he loved upon the crude pulpit then being used in their 
outdoor place of worship. 

Weeks, months, years passed slowly by; ever the 
Book remained open and available to the prisoners of 
this camp. It bore constant testimony to the presence of 
one who cared. Hundreds upon hundreds of half- 
starved men ravaged by beri-beri, malaria and dysen- 
tery raised their haggard faces to the Book, while 
Sunday after Sunday they listened as the chaplains 
explained its messages of cheer and hope. Never did the 
Book fail to satisfy the hunger of these starved hearts. 
During this period fifteen hundred prisoners were bap- 
tized and received into the Christian fellowship of this 
Protestant church. Weekly these souls, far from their 
earthly home, grew in the knowledge and love of a 
Heavenly Father; always obtaining from the Book that 
spiritual food which enabled them either to die or live 
victoriously. 
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Secretary Cropp Returns 


FTER forty-four months of serv- 
Ae with the Army as a Chap- 
lain (Lieutenant Colonel), 
serving in this country and in Eu- 
rope, Secretary Frederick W. 
Cropp, Jr. reported again for duty 
at the Bible House on October 8, 
1945. Ever a-grood soldiersof 
Jesus Christ and a herald of the 
Kingdom, Dr. Cropp announced 
his return with a trumpet-like 
letter to the- Board, read before its 
meeting of October 4 and printed here in full. As we 
go to press, Secretary Cropp is planning to join repre- 
sentatives of European Bible Societies in making a sur- 
vey of Scripture needs in Germany and elsewhere in 
liberated Europe, with the expectation of his return to 
the Bible House after the first of the year. From his 
point of discharge, Dr. Cropp wrote to the Board as 
follows: 


Dr. Cropp 


October 1, 1945 
The Board of Managers 


American Bible Society 
Dear Friends, 


I wish it were possible for me to be present at the October 
Board meeting. Instead, may I express informally but in 
writing my gratitude for the way in which you and the 
Society’s Secretaries have helped me during these years of 
separation. 

It has been a source of strength and inner tranquillity to 
have knowledge that you have continued to give your time 
and talents to the important work for which the Society 
exists. I have been proud to have my identity established as a 
Secretary of the Society among chaplains and the officers 
and men with whom I have served. 

One phase of the war has ended. The use of force to protect 
and to project our principles has now been replaced by a 
threat of force toward all who would oppose us in keeping 
our world truce. But still, the elemental causes of the war 
exist in the hearts of our enemies—and also, if we are honest 
enough to face it, in part in our allies and in ourselves. 

You and I know that there is a definite relationship between 
the use of the Scriptures and righteousness. We know that a 
departure from the teachings of the Bible and from the God 
who is revealed there results in “fightings and fears within, 
without.” As I see it, it is our primary privilege to place the 
Bible in the hands and hearts of people everywhere. For that 
purpose all the elements of the Society exist. To that whole 
task and to any part of it to which you direct me, I now yearn 
to rededicate myself as I return to active duty after my descent 
into the inferno of war. With me come memories and experi- 
ences which confirm our common conviction—that apart 
from Christ there is no salvation for ourselves or our world, 
and apart from the Bible we cannot find Him. I have also the 
sense of joy which I had when I was with you in other days. 
And with me continues the prayer which has been mine 
throughout the war: that the Almighty may use us all to help 
usher in the day when His word may go out with power 
among all people. 

Yours in gratitude and in hope, 


Frederick W. Cropp 
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Entirely different is this illustration from a large Bible printed in New 

York, 1807, in which the pictures were copied from an elaborate edition 

printed in England five years earlier. The stable is more realistic but 
the animals are omitted 


fp 


Thus lovely picture of the baby Jesus feeding the ox and the ass while 
Joseph and Mary and shepherds look on is much simpler than the 
others and is found in a Latin Bible printed in Venice in 1588. In the 
background is one shepherd left with the sheep and in the distant sky @ 

little group of angels on a cloud 
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Christmas Art, 
Early Bibles 


ot long after the invention of printing, Bibles il- 

lustrated with woodcuts appeared. The artists 

usually made the Biblical characters look like 
their fellow countrymen and placed them in familiar 
surroundings. These three pictures and that on the 
cover show four quite different stables and mangers, 
and one even includes, in the far background, the bap- 
tism of Jesus and the marriage house at Cana. The out- 
standing feature, however, in all four pictures is the 
essential message of Christmas—the worship by shep- 
herds and kings of the pure and innocent Child, in the 


midst of humble surroundings. 
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A. Bethlehem daer de Wijfen na toe reyfen. B.De Sterre toont 
waer Iefus was, C. De Wijfen komendetot Bethlehem, D Maria 
fic met het kindeken allene voor aen de fpeloncke, £. De Offe 
ende Ezelaen de Kribbe. F De eerfte Koningh aen-bidt Tefura 
ende offert drie gaven. G. De tweede ftelt hem tot het aen-bid- 
den,ende heeft gelijcke drie gaven gereet. H. De derde fijne ga- 
ven gereet makende verwacht eerwaerdelijck. I. Alle de Hove- 
lingen aenbidden van gelyycken van verre. X. De wijfen reyfen 
door een andere wech na buys, L. Het Doopfel Chriftt tot Be- 
thabaram. MM. De Bruyloft in Cana Galilex. 


In a Dutch Bible printed in Antwerp in 1646, this picture shows the 

Journey of the Wise Men, led by the star, their worshiping of Fesus 

and the bringing of their gifts. In the upper left-hand corner ts also 
shown the baptism of Jesus and the marriage house at Cana 
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Listen Every Day, Everywhere 


NDER this same title 
U notice was given in 
the November Bzble 
Society Record of the Rich- 
ard Maxwell radio pro- 
gram ‘“‘The Hymns You 
Love,’ which between 
Thanksgiving and Christ- 
mas will emphasize World- 
wide Bible Reading. As 
many of our readers have 
already discovered, the 
times previously announced 
were not entirely correct. 
The editors’. apologies, 
please. Your local news- 
paper program is your best guide. Richard Maxwell is 
heard over 64 stations of the Mutural Network, Mon- 
day through Friday every week. 

What you hear on these programs will mean more to 
you if you know something of the activities of Mr. Max- 
well during the last three and one-half years. With his 
choir of eight to ten members he appeared in more than 
175 Army camps and bases, his carefully prepared pro- 
grams having been developed under the supervision of 
Pat. B. Withrow, Jr., of Duluth, Minnesota. The proj- 
ect was heartily supported by the office of Chief of 
Chaplains in Washington. 

The Maxwell programs were aptly described as ‘‘en- 
tertainment with a religious purpose.’’ They were 
definitely designed to augment the work of the chaplain 
and to help cement his relationship with the boys and 
girls in uniform. The programs were frankly evange- 
listic, with the glorious result that more than 12,000 
men and women in the camps made their confession of 
faith in Christ as a direct result of the Maxwell pro- 
grams. 

All the funds for these programs in the camps and 
bases were raised by Mr. Maxwell and the group them- 
selves, through personal appearances in churches and 
civic centers between engagements in the camps. Mr. 
Withrow is now reorganizing a group to present similar 
programs to the convalescents in Red Cross and 
veterans’ hospitals, and so to continue the work of 
building morale and winning souls where these things 
are needed so desperately now. Mr. Maxwell will con- 
tinue to assist in this work through his radio program 
and such personal appearances as his time will permit. 
We quote a few sentences from a recent broadcast in 
which Mr. Maxwell replied to some questions asked by 
his listeners: 

“One of our conclusions may interest you. We have 
the firm conviction that from a spiritual standpoint the 
average boy and girl in uniform is far ahead of the aver- 
age civilian. He reads his Bible more often and he prays 
more. . . . Suffice it to say that our soldier boys have 


Mr. Maxwell 
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been living in a day of reality. They have seen at first 
hand what happens to a nation—and to a world—that 
turns its back on God. And they want no part of it. 
They know the importance of religion and God in our 
every-day lives. I don’t mean a wishy-washy interpre-_ 
tation of religion. I am speaking of a real he-man’s 
religion—one to use in business, in politics and in life, 
seven days out of the week. What he has fought for and 
been willing to die for is important to him, and we 
must recognize it... . Our boys have found out some- 
thing, and it is a seed we must nourish. More than that 
—it is something we all need ourselves. .. . The spiritual 
reawakening I have been talking about is more within 
than without. Many would fail to see it, but these boys 
have had experiences and have seen the hand of God 
all around them and their buddies. One fact will show 
what I mean. A chaplain whose name would be famil- 
iar to many of you served on the German fighting front 
when casualties were highest. He stated this truth: ‘J 
have had to bury many of our soldiers, and with but one excep- 
tion, every single soldier had a Bible or some portion of Scrip- 
ture on his person.” Can anything speak more eloquently?” 

Everyone connected with the furthering of World- 
wide Bible Reading is most grateful to the generous 
sponsors of this well-known radio program. So listen 
every day, everywhere! 


Continued from page 146 


coconut trees near the beach. In a quick grab they had car- 
ried off the few remaining cloth goods and cut to pieces the 
Chinese who tried to prevent them. 

Finally, after a year of God’s protection, eighty armed 
Japanese soldiers came to get us and to look about and burn 
everything possible. 

In the midst of these dangers the Bible was a constant 
source of comfort and strength. Passages came to mind or 
were turned up which seemed the answer to every impending 
crisis, and we felt that God through His printed word was 
leading us to safety and assuring us of His divine protection. 

As the shades of night closed in upon our little nipa refuge 
our helplessness and loneliness vanished with these words of 
the Psalmist, “‘I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: 
for thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in safety.” 

Two Austrian Jews, who sought refuge with us for six 
months before they voluntarily surrendered, for the first 
times in their lives secured a copy of the Scriptures and dili- 
gently read both the Old and New Testaments. Both were 
by nature timid, one of them having already suffered ill 
treatment in a Nazi camp outside Vienna; but they, too, 
found great comfort from some of the prophetical books and 
also developed a reverence for our Lord and His redeeming 
love for all mankind. 
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The World Emergency Campaign— 
Bibles, Not Bombs, For Tomorrow's World 


habilitate the liberated areas of Europe, the Phil- 

ippines, China and other countries which were 
invaded and felt the destructive effects of the war, 
together with the continuous demand by chaplains for 
Bibles and Testaments to serve several million of our 
men in the armies of occupation as well as the wounded 
and sick in military hospitals, made it necessary to ex- 
tend the campaign which was launched in October 
1944 and scheduled to end June 30. September 1st 
marked the beginning of the new effort to raise the bal- 
ance of the funds needed to provide 11 to 15 million 
Bibles, Testaments and Portions of the Scriptures for 
the next four years. 
» The conclusion of the war with Germany and Japan 
has not materially changed the over-all emergency de- 
mands for Scriptures, but has caused changes in indi- 
vidual items of our original estimates. The number of 
volumes required for the Army and Navy is greatly 
reduced because our armed forces will be cut eventu- 
ally from some 11 million to 3 or 4 million men. On the 
other hand the needs of civilians in devastated areas is 
greater than we had anticipated. These countries are 
now open to Scripture distribution and we have been 
able to appraise the needs in these countries more accu- 
rately. It is estimated that the cost for needed Scrip- 
tures will be $3,089,000—slightly higher than the esti- 
mate which was arrived at last year while the war in 
both the Atlantic and Pacific areas was still in progress. 
Our financial needs from July 1, 1944, to June 30, 1948, 
as readjusted, are shown below: 


Tis unprecedented demand for Scriptures to re- 


New Total 

ioe Orso Armed) HOrces mines eee ar $ 958,805 
RmEnisomersnole VV Alar sn as ae. See ee 300,578 
IIIf. Emergency Editions, Switzerland....... 1293029 
IV. War Publication, Special (plates) ...... 44,249 
Wemeiianspontauonncca Viscen: leer 24,606 
VI. Books for Liberated Areas............. 1,169,798 
VII; Funds for Liberated Areas............. 285,000 
WAGER Gitirrent sD eticite aera oe en ae 177,005 
$3,089,570 


The campaign last year produced approximately half 
of this amount and by conducting the effort for another 
year we hope to secure the balance needed. 

From all over the war-torn sections of the world re- 
quests are coming to the Society to supply the Scrip- 
tures to keep pace with the great revival in religion 
which is spreading through many of the countries for- 
merly under the heel of the enemy. Chaplain Hoeken- 
dijk, on a special mission for the Netherlands Govern- 
ment, sp*aking before the General Synod of the Re- 
formed Church of America, said, “There is a great 
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revival of interest in the Bible everywhere. People who 
previously had little interest in religion are turning to 
the Bible for sustaining faith in these trying times. 
Classes for Bible study are being formed all over the 
Netherlands and this is true of most of the other coun- 
tries.’ Through the American Relief in Holland 100,000 
Dutch Gospels have been shipped to the Provisional 
Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church. The 
Chief of Chaplains of the British Area of Occupation in 
Germany has sent an urgent plea to the Society for 
50,000 German Bibles and 100,000 German Testa- 
ments. His request is that they be sent as soon as possi- 
ble. The British Chaplain at the Port of Hamburg has 
called for 50,000 German Testaments. Requests have 
come for upwards of 1,000,000 Scriptures for Germany 
alone. The following is quoted from a letter received 
from Ralph L. Cannon, Chaplain (Capt.) USA, 309th 
Infantry: ‘‘I wish to thank you for the shipment of the 
German Bibles. Part of the shipment has arrived. And 
I gave the Bibles to three churches in my section, which 
is near Kassel, Germany. I wish you could have seen 
the ministers when I gave them the Bibles. One of them 
cried, as he was so happy. They have not been able to 
get any Bibles within the last five years.” 

The extended campaign to help meet this need is 
operating in fourteen strategic areas throughout the 
country: namely, Cincinnati, Ohio; Philadelphia, Chi- 
cago, Pittsburgh, Richmond, Cleveland, Louisville, 
Houston, upstate New York and the metropolitan area. 
More will be added if it is found expedient to do so. A 
group of representatives have been added to the Bible 
Society’s staff to conduct the campaign in these areas. 
The men are all Christian men with experience in cam- 
paign work. Campaign strategy will differ in different 
areas. In general, the plan everywhere is to bring to 
church people in as large numbers as possible the 
needs of the Society, and acquaint them with the 
opportunity open to Christians to extend the Kingdom 
by acquainting more people in every section of the 
world with the power and inspiration of the Word of 
God. Christian men and women have a responsibility 
to the unfortunate peoples of the world; while we are 
providing them with food, clothing, shelter and other 
necessities we must not fail to supply them also with the 
Word of God, which alone can give them faith, hope 
and courage. The appeal will also be carried to business 
and industrial leaders who we feel sure will see the 
wisdom in cooperating with the Society and its pro- 
gram of Bible distribution in large quantities to all 
nations of the world. 

Contributions large or small in support of the 
Society’s “Bibles, not Bombs, for Tomorrow’s World” 
program will be most helpful. 
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Galesburg (Kansas) high-school senior 
begins her reading at 3:45 a.m. 


regularly to the post office in Galesburg, Kan- 

sas, than of any other magazine. To be sure, 
Galesburg is a very small town, but the proportion of 
copies is very large—70 in a population of 169. Did this 
proportion obtain throughout the land, the magazine’s 
monthly issue would exceed 50,000,000 copies. 

There is a story behind this fact—and a man. The 
man is a Methodist pastor, Robert B. Alexander—and 
the story centers in this pastor’s devotion to the Word 
of God. 

About six years ago we printed a statement of Pastor 
Alexander’s that “‘the Bible today will hold folks longer 
than any movie ever made.” He can substantiate this 
statement today with three times the data he had in 
1939. For eight years, in war and peace, Robert Alex- 
ander has led his churches, located in four different 
towns in Kansas, in a reading of the whole New Testa- 
ment at a single Bible Sunday service eighteen hours 
long. Some years the weather has been friendly, others 
not. In 1942 at Allen, Kansas, the worst snowstorm in 
twenty-three years greeted the meeting. The service has 
never been confined to its own community. In 1941, at 
Allen, people came from 39 communities. Allen’s popu- 
lation was about 450, but 1,022 signed the guest book 
that day. 

But then, you have probably heard of Robert Alex- 
ander and his Bible Sunday readings, for more than 
200 pictures, mostly professional, have been taken. 
Feature stories have appeared in the Topeka Daily 
Capital, Kansas City Star, Emporia Gazette, Capper’s Farmer 
and have been broadcast through the Associated Press 
and the NEA picture service. 

That Bob Alexander’s Bible Sundays are not just a 
stunt is evidenced by the number of subscriptions to the 
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Pastor Alexander opens the 
78-hour reading service at Allen, Kansas 


Bible Sunday, December 9 


Bible Society Record in Galesburg. Here are some other 
results: 576 readers drilled to read the Scriptures in 
public; $100 sent in each of the eight years to the 
American Bible Society for its world-wide work; $265 
additional sent to the Society for its War Emergency 
work; 5,834 attendants of record who listened reverently 
to the readings for an average of probably three hours. 
Letters of appreciation and interest have been re- 
ceived from all over the United States, and well they 
might be; for in these little prairie towns a light has 
been lifted to exalt and dignify the Word of God and to 
bring its healing ministry to many lives near and far. 
This year’s celebration will be the third in the Gales- 
burg Greater Parish. Writes Pastor Alexander, ““We 
may vary it with ‘Seth Parker Groups’ consecrating 
over 100 family altars, with tables, candles, Bibles and 
the promise that the Bible will be read daily in all these 
homes . . . It has been a blessed experience and no 
money can measure the joy these readings have been.” 
By the time you read this page, Bible Sunday plans 
for your church will undoubtedly have been made. 
How about your own plans? How will you celebrate the 
day? It is the middle day between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. Have you been reading the daily passages 
assigned for the Worldwide Bible Reading? If not, 
catch up on Bible Sunday by reading the 17 selections 
you have missed, and read the remaining assignments 
daily until Christmas. Better yet, courageously and 
tenaciously drill yourself into the habit of daily Bible 
reading for as long as you live. If General MacArthur 
and General Montgomery can do it, you can also! If 
you have no other way you prefer, follow the readings 
that will appear in each issue of the Bible Soczety Record. 
Make Bible Sunday this year and every year a 
dynamic day in your life! 


HS 


Marching Orders For A New Day 


J. Chapman Bradley 


Apes title, being the theme for Worldwide Bible Reading and Universal Bible Sunday, brings forth this 


question—‘‘What Are the Marching Orders for the New Day?” 


From the funeral pyres of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and from the crest of the divide which separates 
one era from another, two roads stretch before us into the ‘‘atomic”’ age. The one, the road into the twilight, is 
the wide road of fear, of clumsy national self-interest, of ever-increasing tensions, of inexorable extinction; the 
other, the road into the sunrise, is the steep road of faith, of spiritual rediscovery, of increasing international 
cooperation, of eventual fulfillment of the Christmas promise: ‘‘On earth peace, good will toward men!”’ 

As we stand, both as nations and as individuals, looking down these roads, hesitating, the trumpet sounds; and 
from on high there come to startled ears the Marching Orders for a New Day. As the order came to Joshua, stand- 
ing on the threshold of the Promised Land, so it comes to us standing at the dual highway of the Age of Promise: 


-“Therefore, arise, go over this Jordan!”’ (Josh. 1:2.) 

The choice before us can be phrased another way; either we 
return to the moral foundations of the Good Book—or we rush to the 
materialistic burial ground of the Good Earth! 

What gives this ancient Book its perennial power and appeal? 
The haunting beauty of its phrases?—Yes; but something more— 
much more. 

One might point out, as does Dr. Lankard in his ‘The Bible 
Speaks to our Generation,” that the Bible possesses ‘‘an organizing 
principle, so that things are not at cross purposes with each other, 
but are organized around a central purpose in which all things 
at last find their unity and their peace. . . . To the writers of the 
Bible everything is organized about God. Nothing else but His will 
for man matters.” 

But even this is not the central reason for the Book’s perennial 
power. For organizing principles at best are mental reasons. There 
is a heart-throb in the Book of Books. It is the heart-throb of a great 
organ played by the Master Musician of all time. Its melody rises 
to a great crescendo in the Gospel story. For here is a story that will 
never grow old so long as love and truth and unselfish sacrifice con- 
tinue; so long as the triumph of the human spirit over vindictive evil 
and the grave are precious and kindling elements in the human 
struggle. For the theme of the melody is the story of the Master, 
Jesus—the Incarnate Word who became the Babe of Bethlehem; the 
carpenter of Nazareth who became the prophet of the common 
people, who “heard him gladly.” 

It is the story of the healer of Capernaum who became the house 
guest of Jericho and Bethany; the parable-teller of the countryside 
who became the embodiment of eternal wisdom and faultless guid- 
ance. It is the story of the abundant Life-bringer who lay down His 
own life for His friends and became the heart-warming companion 
of the Emmaus pilgrims. It is a story of the Prince of Peace who 
became Lord of Lords and King of Kings. It is an unfinished story 
until all the children of God hear it and until they are enkindled, 
transformed and find redemption in its eternal power. 

So long as the Bible resounds ‘with the story of this unfinished 
symphony it will continue to be the Baedeker for pilgrims of faith 

_ in every age. It contains marching orders for every new day! 
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This is the bookmark 


Cut here and fold across center 


Here are the “Marching Orders.’? They 
contain a special personal message for each 
day, as selected by members of the armed 
forces. Passages are in the order of the tabu- 
lated votes, except the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas selections. 


Thanksgiving, Nov. 22 .Joshua 1 


Psalm 121 
Friday 2242.3). oe Psalm 23 

John 10:1-18 
Saturday n eye John 14 


Sunday, November 25. . John 3 


Mondays. eae .. Matthew 5 
Tuesday) ier ee ee Romans 12 
Wednesdayae- tees John 1:1-14 
Thursday oy epee eee Exodus 20:1-17 

I Timothy 2:1-8 
Friday 27330) ee ee eee James 1 
Saturdays-2 em ee Ephesians 6 
Sunday, December 2. . .I Corinthians 13 
Mondays. ent Psalm 24 
Tuesday eens eee Hebrews 11 and 

nie bs 0 
Wednesday..,4. 040 Matthew 6 
Chursday2 =). eee Romans 8 
Friday Woe ee Matthew 7 
Satucdayaaee eee ae Psalm 91 
Sunday, December 9. . . Galatians 6 
Monday See ee ae Colossians 3 
Tuesday ree eres Ephesians 4 
Wednesday............ Philipps 3 
Thursdayeae oo ee I Corinthians 3. 
Friday \ ae coger. ae Philippians 4 
Satur dayeeean eee John 15 


Sunday, December 16. .Psalm 1 


Mondays25 i) 50.00 ay.) Psalm 7, 
Tucesday®re. a Pee I Corinthians 15 
Wiednesday=es enn Psalm 46 
Thursday..:. <tc Matthew 28 
Eriday ao) hte II Timothy 2 
pSaturday 5.4). coe ae John 17 
Sunday, December 23. . Revelation 21 
Monday ee a ey, Revelation 22 
Christmas, Dec. 25...... Luke 2 


Tf you desire a schedule of readings for 1946, 
write to your denominational headquarters (your 
minister will help you) or send request to Amer- 
ican Bible Society, Dept. W.B.R. 


DECEMBER 1945 


Ayma ra Moses 


T was the end of another busy day. The last Indian’s 
| request or complaint had been dealt with and the 

last employee dismissed, when the chief of the new 
community of Guatajata came to the door. It was clear 
he had something on his mind for which another hour 
was not suitable. He came in and stood respectfully 
near the door, clutching across the front of his flowing 
poncho the symbol of his office, a whip with a short 
handle. 

He talked slowly, with a certain hesitation not all 
due to his difficulty with Spanish. He was tired and he 
was trying to think, and thinking was difficult for him 
tonight. I knew why he was tired. This man had been 
the very spirit and mind personified of the freed serfs 
of Guatajata. They had chosen him leader by free vote 
and he had taken up their problems as his own. Day 
after day he had left his own fields and work to be 
counselor and peacemaker to them. When they lacked 
unity, he had thrown into the need the strength of his 
own personality. When they lacked faith in a great 
venture, he became faith for them. 

Tonight he was tired, only in that way that strong 
men do get tired; he needed for the moment to share 
his load. 

‘“*Pastor, I’m sorry to bother you so late, but Feliciano 
Choquehuanca is still quarreling with his neighbors. 
He will not listen to me. He is even angry with me. 

“Old Caytano Gutiérrez is as stubborn as a burro. 
He has not yet given his approval to his daughter’s 
marriage. It is a year now that she is married and he 
will not give her her clothes. I have talked and talked. 
He won’t budge. 

“Estéban Aruquipa has been drunk again. He goes to 
all the fiestas. You have warned him and I have rea- 
soned with him, but it does no good. He is hopeless, 
Pastor; what shall we do?” 

And then the true size of this simple Indian came out. 
He rose to the fullest measure that the first-person 
pronoun ever attains. 

“Pastor, we are not giving a good example to our 
neighbors. They say we are Christians and we don’t 
act like it. We were peons, and were freed to become 
more like good men. Maybe it would be better if we were 
still peons.” 

““¢And Moses returned unto the Lord, and said, ‘Oh 
this people . . . Yet now, if Thou wilt forgive them their 
sin—; and if not, blot me. . . out of Thy book... .’” 

It is the old road to freedom. It has never been 
passed without a Moses, a wise man and a strong man, 
but a man subject to the weaknesses of the people he 
leads out: tiredness, anger and momentary despair. But 
he is always a man willing to identify himself in that 
irrational way with his own. It is the way of vicarious 
suffering, sacrifice and self-denial. 

Where did Mariano Gutiérrez learn it? He found it 
in the cross of Jesus Christ. Has it done him any good? 
Without it, Mariano Gutiérrez is just what many 
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people think all Indians are: irredeemable brutes. With 
it he is a man, leading his fellow men out of slavery into 
a world bigger than wise men possess who have never 
understood the cross of a Christ. 

Mariano went out into the darkness. In his hand he 
carried only the crude authority of an Indian leader; 
in his heart and mind, the secret of life. (From “The 
Indian Calling,” La Paz, Bolivia) 


A Letter to the Postman 


July, 12, °45 
Dallas, Texas 
Mr. Cecil Beeson: 

Thought I’d let you know that Benny has expired 
this morning at 4 A.M. When he was dying, he asked 
for you. He hope that you keep on saving lifes from the 
bad, he said he’d be waiting for you up there with 
Christ and for you to carry on. 

Haven’t much. Have much to do. Regards every- 
body to you and family. 


Yours truly, 
Larry Berrén 
May God be with you, all ways. 


Happy in the possession of a new gift 


Larry was a Mexican who comes every year to work 
in the tomato fields of Blackford County, Indiana. 
Cecil Beeson is a postman in Hartford City, the county 


seat. 
Why did Larry write so to a postman?—Because 


Cecil Beeson is one of those modern St. Pauls whose 


Continued on next page 
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main business in life is to proclaim Christ as Saviour and 
whose ‘‘tentmaking”’ is carrying letters. Here are some 
of the things he does beside faithfully covering his 
route. Could you think of a more fitting Sunday-school 
position for a postman than Superintendent of the 
Home Department? That’s Cecil Beeson’s job in the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church of Hartford City. He has 
had his Ford car equipped with a sound system over 
which he plays 39 Gospel recordings in Spanish on a 
phonograph. During the past ten years he has dis- 
tributed nearly 3,000 Gospels in Spanish and in English. 

A man like Cicil Beeson is worth knowing, as Larry 
Berr6on’s letter testifies. He is a man worth looking at, if 
only in a little picture three inches wide. Here he is, 
presenting a New Testament in Spanish and in English 
to Marceline Beltran Agustin one day last summer. 
Marceline is one of a crew of Mexicans who came to 
Hartford City to work for the Pennsylvania Railroad. 
Most of them come from the State of Oaxaca. Five of 
them asked for New Testaments. Marceline cannot read 
English, so Mr. Beeson, as he has often done before, 
sent to the Chicago office of the American Bible Society 
for a Spanish New Testament. When the book-was 
presented, Mr. Beeson opened it to the third chapter 
of John, repeating the 16th verse in English; after 
which Marceline read it back in Spanish. 

Cecil Beeson works for his government. He aspires 
to achieve the ideals of his Government’s founders with 
commendable fidelity. 


From Greece 


The first direct letters since 1942 have been received 
from Mr. George Kladis, the Society’s faithful Agent 
in Athens, Greece. He reports that the colporteurs 
have had difficult times as no Scriptures were available 
for sale during the later war years. The British Society 
is now sending Bibles and Testaments and our Society 
Testaments and Gospels. There is great destitution but 
also courageous facing of the future. 


More New Literature Available 


Christmas Worship Services are now offered in addi- 
tion to the “‘Bible Worship Services” announced in the 
October Bible Society Record (see page 126). Two of these 
Christmas Services are arranged for group participa- 
tion, Christmas Love (#17) and The Birth of Jesus (#18); 
two are for presentation by a single leader, The Visit 
of the Wise Men (#19) and The Christmas Story (#20). 
As with the other Bible Worship Services, a small quan- 
tity of these programs will be sent for 5c to cover post- 
age. Ordered in larger quantities the price is 15c per 
100 sheets. 

These services are unusually effective for club meet- 
ings or church school devotions. 


October Meeting of the Board 
A meeting of the Board of Managers was held on 
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Thursday, October 4, 1945, at 3:30 p.m., Vice Presi- — 


dent John R. Mott, LL.D., in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by Mr. C. E. 
Leavers. 

The death on September 28, 1945 of Mr. George D. 
Beattys was reported and the following Memorial 
Minute was adopted: 


George Davis Beattys 


Mr. George Davis Beattys, of Westfield, N. J., 
a member of this Board for forty-two years, died 
September 28, 1945, at the age of 82 years, 
having been born in Poughkeepsie, New York, 
July 7, 1863. 

Mr. Beattys graduated at Wesleyan Univer- 
sity with special honors in 1885. After taking his 
law degree at Columbia University in 1887, he 
entered upon the successful practice of his pro- 
fession, at first in Brooklyn and later in New 
York City, continuing until shortly before his 
death. He was a member of the American Bar 
Association and of the New York State and 
County groups. 

He served his College as trustee for thirty 
years, and held numerous responsible lay offices 
in the Methodist Church. He was president of 
the Board of Trust of Old John Street Church 
in this city; trustee of the Westfield Church, 
where he was leader of a notable men’s Bible 
class; member of the Board of Managers of the 
Methodist Hospital in Brooklyn, and a lay dele- 
gate to the local and general conferences of his 
denomination. For a long period he was secre- 
tary and general counsel of the Aeolian Com- 
pany of this city. 

Elected a member of the Board of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society in 1903, he served with dili- 
gence and fidelity on several special committees 
and on the standing Committee on National 
Distribution. No one was more regular in 
attendance upon all meetings, or took a deeper 
or more intelligent interest in the activities of 
the Society. His associates on this Board hereby 
place upon its records their appreciation of his 
services and their esteem for him as a man. 


The death of Junius E. Beal, a Vice President of the 


Society, on June 24, 1942, was reported. 

The sudden death of Mrs. Daniel Burke on October 
1, 1945 was reported. 

The new Committee on Educational Publicity was 
established. 

The Rev. J. W. Burton, President-General of the 
Methodist Church of Australia, was present, and 
brought greetings from the New South Wales Auxiliary 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society. He expressed 
deep appreciation for the great help of the American 


Bible Society in the supply of Scriptures in the South — 


Pacific. 


The release of Secretary Frederick W. Cropp from 
active service as a Chaplain in the United States Army — 


on September 28 was reported. 
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Special Radio Programs— 
Bible Reading Period 


VERY one of the more than 900 radio stations in 
the country has been supplied with material for 
use in the Worldwide Bible Reading, Thanksgiv- 

ing to Christmas. Hundreds of them, usually in connec- 
tion with long established religious programs con- 
ducted by local church leaders, will present daily 
readings, using five- or fifteen-minute scripts, or other- 
wise participate. 

On Universal Bible Sunday time—December 8—9— 
the four major networks will carry special programs, 
the exact hours for some of which are not determined 
as we go to press. The Mutual Network has allotted 
4:00 to 4:15 p.m., EST, on Saturday, December 8; 
and the American Network, 7:15 to 7:30 p.m., EST, 
on Saturday, December 8. Among the speakers on 
these coast-to-coast programs will be Governor Ellis 
Arnall of Georgia; Dr. Justin Miller, formerly Asso- 
ciate Justice of the United States Court of Appeals, now 
President of the National Association of Broadcasters; 
and Rep. Charles Aubrey Eaton of New Jersey, dele- 


gate to the San Francisco United Nations Conference; 
the fourth speaker will be a member of the Federal 
Communications Commission. Ascertain from your 
local stations with network affiliations the hour of these 
broadcasts and listen to all four of them. 

Many commercially sponsored ‘‘shows’’ will also 
participate and two half-hour coast-to-coast programs 
especially arranged through the courtesy of the Amer- 
ican Broadcasting Company and the National Broad- 
casting Company, at times not yet announced, will be 
broadcast on or near Thanksgiving Day as an incentive 
to Worldwide Bible Reading. 
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The well-known program, ““The Light of the World,”’ 
which is heard during the morning hours, coast to 
coast, Monday through Friday, over the Columbia 
Network, will also support the Daily Reading Program, 
Thanksgiving to Christmas. Listen in every day, 
everywhere! 
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